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Unbelievable! 
For truth is always strange; 

stranger than fiction. 
Lord Byron, British poet 

GMHl·MiP V time expressions lil!ffliMlttii 

1 VOCABULARY time expressions 

a Match sentences 1-5 with a-e. 

I made plans to meet Jack at the movie theater at 

8:00, but he was late. _d_ 

2 He was in the living room, relaxing and reading a 

book. 

3 On the way to the train station, he realized he didn't 

have his wallet. 

4 Sonia fell off her bike, and Peter was worried when he 

heard. 

5 Frank's date with Wendy was a disaster. He was at the 

cafe on 14th Street, and was waiting there. __ 

a He called her right away to f ind out how she was. 

b He turned around immediately and went back to pick 

it up. 

c Meanwhile, she was waiting for him at the cafe on 40' h 

Street. 

e-Fle- evefl-t~e-~ 
fu:li4e4 

e Suddenly there was a loud noise outside and 

someone was shouting. 

b Complete the sentences with a word from the list. 

eventually immediate ly meanwhile right away 
suddenly 

"You're going to miss the bus!" Max's mother 

shouted. "Get up immed iately 

2 We were watching TV last night. _ _ _ _ __ _ _ 

the electricity went off, so we missed the end of the 

movie . 

3 Dave was in his room hoping that Bella might 

call. ·, Bella was in her room 

waiting for her phone to ring. 

4 Eri waited and waited for Sam to arrive at the 
restaurant. _ ___ _ _ _ _ , afte r two hours, she 

gave up and went home. 

5 I'm sorry, I forgot to go to the supermarket. I' ll do 
it _ __ _ _ __ _ 

2 GRAMMAR past perfect 

a Complete the sentences with the past perfect 
form of the verb in parentheses. 

The streets were whi te because it had snowed 

dur ing the night . (snow) 

2 I suddenly remembered that I _______ _ the 

windows befo re I left the house. (not close) 

3 We got to the mov ie theater ten minutes after the 
movie __ ______ . (start) 

4 Tina felt nervous when she got on the plane because 
she __ __ _ __ before. (not fly) 

5 Omar lent me the book after he ___ __ __ _ 

it. (read) 

6 When Jack got back to the parking lot, he saw that 
someone ___ ___ __ his car. (take) 

b "@the correct words. 

Last week my neighbor was on vacation. One night 

@! I'd heard a strange noise in her house. 
2 J opened/ I'd opened her front door to take a look, 
and I immediately saw that someone 3broke I had broken 
into the house. 

Luckily, he (or she!) 4 already left/ had already left 
when I got there, and they 5didn't steal/ hadn't stolen 
very much - just the TV. 

I was looking for my phone yesterday morning, but I 

couldn't find it. I was sure 6 J didn't lose / I hadn't lost it 

because 71 saw/ I'd seen it twenty minutes before. Then 

I realized tha t 81 left I I'd left it in my jeans pocket, and 
9 1 put/ I'd put my jean s in the washing machine! 
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c Read the stories. Then write mini-paragraphs of two or three sentences. 
Use the past perfect and time expressions where necessary. 

This hv1ppehed when we weY-e 'Join'? OV\ 

vv1cv1t·,on to 'C,,-01zil. We we,-e dY-ivih'J to 
the i,1,,-pod, bvt the t,-,:;,.ff,c w01S te,-,-ible . 
£ve"'tv01l l-y, we 'Jot to the OliY-po,-t, bvt ovY-fli'Jht 
hv1d v1kei,1d-y left 

Write about a time when you missed or almost 
missed a bus, train, or plane. 

• say where and when this happened to you 

• say why you were delayed 

• say what eventually happened 

3 PRONUNCIATION the letter i 

a ~the word with a different sound. 

~ bike arrive drive -~ 

i fish 2 driven surprise miracle 

~ bike 3 kill spider outside 

i fish 4 notice while miss 

2 
TRYING TO ME.ET A fRlf.N-P 

A few weeks °''Jo, I W1v1de pl"'"' s to Wleet WI)' 
frie"'d )i,1ck v1t t he socce,- st"' d ivWI. I v1Y-Y-ived 
v1t &,}O, bvt he wv1s "''t the,-e. He wM "'t 
hoWle w,;>,tchi"''? TV bec,;>,vSe he'd fo,-'?otteV\. 
£vehtv,;>,lly, I went i"' v1nd wv1tched the 'J°'Wle, 
t>vt I w,;>,S ,-ev1lly °'"''JY")' with hiWI. 

Write about a time when you tried to meet a 
friend but things went wrong. 

• say who you were meeting and where 

• say what went wrong with your plans 

• say what your friend was doing o r had done in the 
meantime 

• say what eventual ly happened 

b 0)12.1 Listen and check. Then listen again and repeat the words. 

( 0 Go online for more practice) 


