Past and present habits and states: Activity 1
Read Grammar Bank 5B. Then read the sentences. Are the underlined phrases right or wrong? Write OK, or correct them.Listen and check.
	Grammar Bank
5B past and present habits and states
EXAMPLES
1 I used to teach English when I was living abroad. 
He didn’t use to exercise, but now he runs marathons.
I never used to like soccer, but I watch it every week now.
We used to be close friends, but we don’t talk to each other any more.
That hotel used to have a swimming pool, but they closed it.
Did they use to live downtown?
Didn’t you use to have long hair?
2 I usually meet my friends on the weekends.
I don’t normally go out during the week.
Houses in the suburbs usually have yards.
Do you usually walk to work?
FORM
1 For past habits and states, we use used to / didn’t use to + base form.
• used to does not exist in the present tense. NOT I use to get up at 8:00 during the week.
• We use used to for things that were true over a period of time in the past. used to often refers to something which is not true now.
I used to play a lot of sports. (= I played a lot of sports for a period of time in the past, but now I don’t.)
• We often use never used to instead of didn’t use to.
• used to / didn’t use to can be used with action verbs (e.g., go, do) and non-action verbs (e.g., be, have).
• We can also use the simple past to describe past habits (often with an adverb of frequency).
We (often) went to the beach for our vacations when I was a child. 
2 For present habits, we use a verb in the simple present, often with an adverb of frequency, e.g., usually or normally.



	1.  Sonya use to see Michael every day. ______________
2.  His parents used to break up after he was born. ______________
3.  Do you usually tell a close friend about your problems? ______________
4.  My sister didn’t use to want children, but now she’s got four! ______________
5.  I didn’t used to like my math teacher when I was at school. ______________
6.  They used to go on vacation every year. ______________
7.  That couple has three kids, so they don’t use to go out at night. ______________
8.  Where did your parents use to meet when they first started dating? ______________
9.  My husband use to work for a bank, but now he’s unemployed. ______________
10.  We love the theater. We usually go to a play at least once a month. ______________

	



 
Past and present habits and states: Activity 2
Complete the sentences with the verbs from the list. Use usually + simple present form or used to + base form, [+], [-], or [?]. Listen and check.

	argue          be          eat            eat out             get along             have           play     speak             watch           work
	



1.  We ___________ a lot in common, but now we’re completely different.
2.  My brother ___________   vegetables, but now he loves them.
3.  I ___________   TV on my phone, but now I often do.
4.  ___________   you ___________   soccer on Sunday mornings? Could I join you?
5.  They love sushi so they ___________   in Japanese restaurants.
6.  Where ___________  your husband ___________  before he got the job in the bank?
7.  My sister has lost a lot of weight. She never ___________   so slim.
8.  ___________   you ___________   a lot with your parents when you were a teenager?
9.  Laura ___________    really well with her roommates, but they occasionally argue about housework.
10. My ex-boyfriend ___________    to me, but now he calls me all the time.
Relationships: Activity 1
Choose the words that match the definitions. Listen and check.
[image: ]
	1. two people who are married or in a romantic relationship 
· fiancé (female fiancée) 
· couple 
2. your husband, wife, boyfriend, or girlfriend
· ex 
· partner 
3. the person that you are engaged to be married to
· fiancé (female fiancée) 
· colleague 
4. a person that you share an apartment with
· close friend 
· roommate 
5. a person that you work with
· colleague 
· classmate 
6. (colloquial) a person that you used to have a relationship with
· roommate 
· ex 
7. a very good friend that you can talk to about anything
· close friend 
· couple 
8. a person who is in the same class as you at school
· classmate 
· partner

	



Relationships: Activity 2
Complete the sentences with a verb or verb phrase from the list in the past tense. Listen and check. 
	be together         become friends         break up         get in touch         
get married   get along         get to know         go out together        
 have (sth) in common         lose touch           meet   propose
	



1.  I _________  Mark when I was studying at Boston University.
2.  We _________   each other quickly because we went to the same classes.
3.  We soon _________   and we discovered that we _________   a lot _________  . For example, we both liked art and music.
4.  We _________    in our second semester and we fell in love.
5.  We _________    for two years, but we argued a lot and in our last semester of school, we _________   (or split up).
6.  After we graduated, we _________   because I moved to Chicago, and he stayed in Boston.
7.  Five years later, we _________   again on Facebook. We were both still single and Mark had moved to Chicago, too.
8.  This time we _________   better than before, maybe because we were older.
9.  After two months, Mark _________   and I accepted.
10. We _________   last summer. A lot of our old college friends came to the wedding! 
The letter s
Listen for the stressed words and complete the sentences. Listen again and repeat. Copy the rhythm. 

	1. busy
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower
· /ʒ/ television

	


	2. close (adj)
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower
· /ʒ/ television

	


	3. close (verb)
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower
· /ʒ/ television

	


	4. conversation
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower
· /ʒ/ television

	


	5. decision
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower
· /ʒ/ television

	


	6. discuss
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower
· /ʒ/ television

	


	7. eyes
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower
· /ʒ/ television

	


	8. friends
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower
· /ʒ/ television

	


	9. pleasure
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower
· /ʒ/ television

	


	10. s﻿upermarket
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower
· /ʒ/ television

	


	11. sugar
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower
· /ʒ/ television

	


	12. sure
· /s/ snake
· /z/ zebra
· /ʃ/ shower

	



used to
Read and listen. Then say and record. Copy the linking and the sentence rhythm. Remember that used to and (didn't) use to are normally linked and are both pronounced /'yustə/.
	1.I used_to live_in Boston.
	


	2.She didn’t use_to wear glasses.
	


	3.Where did you use_to work before?
	


	4.They used_to see each_other_a lot.
	


	5.Didn’t you use_to have_a beard?
	




Your friends in numbers: Activity 1
Read and listen to the article. Choose the correct answers.
	Your friends in numbers
How many friends does the average person have? A researcher at Cornell University recently did a study to learn the number of friends a typical American has. He interviewed more than 2,000 adults aged 18 and over in his study. He asked them to list the names of the people they had discussed serious matters with in the last six months. About 48% of the people taking part gave the researcher one name, 18% gave him two, and about 29% gave him more than two.
These results contrast dramatically with the news published by the social networking site Facebook recently. They said that the average user on the site has 130 friends. The Cornell University study found the average number of friends to be a lot lower – 2.03 to be exact. The researcher from Cornell has explained that the difference lies in the definition of the word friend. A friend on Facebook may be a person who the user has met by chance or someone that they will never meet in real life. However, the friends in the researcher’s study are close friends, who participants feel comfortable discussing their problems with.
In a similar study conducted 25 years ago, participants had a higher number of close friends. Then, the average number was three. Despite the lower number, the researcher does not believe that people are getting more isolated. Instead he thinks it’s a sign that they are becoming better at choosing who they can trust with their secrets.
This is supported by the number of people in the study who could not think of any names of close friends they would discuss their personal problems with. The percentage of these participants is the same this time as it was 25 years ago. In both studies, just over 4% of the participants gave researchers no names. Apparently, the people who fall into this category are more likely to be men, or people with less education.
In general, the researcher from Cornell regards these findings as positive. In his opinion, they suggest that, at least in the case of Americans, people are not becoming less sociable.



	1. According to a Cornell researcher, the average American has ______ close friends.
· about three 
· one or two 
· just over two 
2. The researcher compared that number and the number of Americans ______ to Americans 25 years ago.
· with few male friends 
· who don't discuss friends 
· with no close friends

	




Your friends in numbers: Activity 2
Read the article again and choose the best answers. Then look at the underlined words and phrases. What do you think they mean?
	Your friends in numbers
How many friends does the average person have? A researcher at Cornell University recently did a study to learn the number of friends a typical American has. He interviewed more than 2,000 adults aged 18 and over in his study. He asked them to list the names of the people they had discussed serious matters with in the last six months. About 48% of the people taking part gave the researcher one name, 18% gave him two, and about 29% gave him more than two.
These results contrast dramatically with the news recently published by the social networking site Facebook. They said that the average user on the site has 130 friends. The Cornell University study found the average number of friends to be a lot lower – 2.03 to be exact. The researcher from Cornell has explained that the difference lies in the definition of the word friend. A friend on Facebook may be a person who the user has met by chance or someone that they will never meet in real life. However, the friends in the researcher’s study are close friends, who participants feel comfortable discussing their problems with.
In a similar study conducted 25 years ago, participants had a higher number of close friends. Then, the average number was three. Despite the lower number, the researcher does not believe that people are getting more isolated. Instead he thinks it’s a sign that they are becoming better at choosing who they can trust with their secrets.
This is supported by the number of people in the study who could not think of any names of close friends they would discuss their personal problems with. The percentage of these participants is the same this time as it was 25 years ago. In both studies, just over 4% of the participants gave researchers no names. Apparently, the people who fall into this category are more likely to be men, or people with less education.
In general, the researcher from Cornell regards these findings as positive. In his opinion, they suggest that, at least in the case of Americans, people are not becoming less sociable.


1. Most people in the Cornell University study had spoken about something important with ______.
· two people 
· one person 
· more than two people 
2. The news published by Facebook is different from the Cornell study results because ______.
· the people are different ages 
· the studies are from different years 
· the relationships aren't the same 
3. According to a previous study, people had ______ close friends in the past.
· the same number of 
· more 
· fewer 
4. The number of people with no close friends is ______ it was in the past.
· the same as 
· higher than 
· lower than 
5. The results of the Cornell study show that Americans today are ______ they used to be.
· less sociable than 
· more sociable than 
· as sociable as
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