How long is the Writing paper?

The Writing paper lasts one hour. Within that time, you must complete
two writing tasks. Writing Task 2 carries more marks than Writing Task 1.

What will | need to write about?

There are two separate writing tests, one for Academic candidates and

one for General Training candidates. Before enrolling, you need to decide

which test is best for you. See the website www.ielts.org for advice on
this. You will be given two specific writing tasks as follows.

Task

Timing

What do | have to do?

Academic
Writing

20 minutes

Describe visual information
(e.g. a diagram, chart, graph or table).

40 minutes

Write an essay.

You may be asked to:

¢ provide a solution

e evaluate a problem

* compare and contrast different ideas
or opinions

e challenge an argument or idea.

General
Training
Writing

20 minutes

Respond to a given situation

(e.g. by writing a letter).

You may be asked to request
information or explain a situation.

40 minutes

Write an essay in response to a point of
view, argument or problem.
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How is the Writing paper assessed?

A trained assessor will read your answers and award a mark based

on the following criteria.

Task Criteria

What do these criteria mean?

Writing Task Achievement
Task 1

Did you answer the question fully
and write 150 words?

Writing Task Response
Task 2

¢ Did your answer address all of the

points in the question?

Did you provide a balanced
argument and support your ideas
with evidence and examples?
Were all of your ideas relevant to
the question?

Did you write 250 words?

Both tasks | Coherence and
Cohesion

Is your writing easy to
understand?

Are your ideas well organised and
clearly linked?

Lexical Resource

Did you use a wide range of
vocabulary accurately and effectively?

Grammatical Range
and Accuracy

Did you use a wide range of
grammatical structures accurately and
effectively?

Writing Task 2 is worth more marks than Writing Task 1. The assessor
will combine your two scores to obtain one final score.

How can | improve my Writing paper score?

You can improve your score by making sure you answer each question
fully and remembering the test tips in this unit. This unit will also tell
you the writing skills you need to practise in order to achieve your best
score. Before the test, practise writing quickly and neatly and make
sure you do not use bullet points, notes or abbreviations or prepared
answers. Studying all aspects of English, including vocabulary and
grammar, will also help improve your score.

92




1 Academic Writing Task 1 -
Describing a chart, table or
graph

In this unit you will practise:

understanding Academic Writing Task 1
understanding charts, tables and graphs
identifying relevant information

improving your Task Achievement score

1 Understanding graphs, tables and charts

IELTS Writing Task 1 presents you with visual information that you

need to describe.

1.7 Label examples of visual information 1-6 with words A-F.

| A diagram
B map
' C pie chart

E bar chart

Bridge | Street
»
Queens Road

WINNING TEAMS

USA

Soviet Union
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You only have 20 minutes to complete this task, so practise reading
and understanding this type of information quite quickly.

1.2

1.3

160%
140%
120%
100%
80%
60%
40%
20%

0%

14

924

Spend a minute looking at the graph below. Mark any
information you think is important with a highlighter or pencil.

Answer these questions.

1 What is being measured and how? (e.g. is the information in
millions or as a percentage?)

2 Is there a time element to the information? (If yes, what is the
gap between ecach year shown?)

3 Are two or more things being compared? (What are they?)

Traffic growth in the Netherlands since 1950

~ car
~train
— bicycle ;
— other public transport —
1950 1960 1970 1980 1990
Year

This description of the graph in 1.3 contains seven mistakes.
Find the mistakes and correct them.

The .]mph shows the increases in tm”n in England frum 1960 to 2010,
During this time, car traffic increased [1:| just over 150%, w hile train

fnlf’fn m;rmm;”:q 40 puunf [m.t;;il traffic lihlul\u”?lpalf 't'u\mnlf ilp

20%, and other pui lic transport traffic actually decreased by about 20%

2000

Test Tip You will be
assessed on the type of
information you write
about, as well as the
language that you use.
If you give information
that is incorrect or
inaccurate, then you
will receive a lower
score.
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The visual information may also be presented in a bar chart, table or a pie
chart. You must limit your description to the information presented to you.

1.5 Study the information presented in these pie charts carefully, then
complete the task.

Proportion of journeys made in the Netherlands according to transport type

1975 2000

M car

I train
M bicycle
B other

Look at statements 1-6 and say whether the information

A s true according to the data

B isincorrect according to the data

C cannot be verified from the data

1 The two pie charts tell us the number of vehicles being used in the
Netherlands in 1975 and 2000.

2 As many people travelled by train as by car in the Netherlands

in 1975. Test Tip Your answer
must accurately

3 Fewer people travelled by train than by bicycle in the Netherlands describe the

in 2000. , .
information presented
4 In 2000, people in the Netherlands were making most of their in the visual. Don't
journeys by car. draw conclusions that
5 Alarger percentage of people bought new cars in 2000 than in 1975. are not supported by
o ) , , the information you are
We can see from this information that travelling by train and by

bicycle was far less common in 2000 than in 1975. el

95



Writing skills

2 More complex charts

The visual information you are given in Writing Task 1 often asks you
to compare or contrast different information. One way of allowing you
to compare information is through a bar chart.

2.7 Study the bar chart below. Notice that you have to estimate some
of the numbers. Answer the questions by choosing the best
answer, A, B or C.

One hundred adults, boys and girls in Manchester, England were
asked to name the sports they participated in. The results were
recorded in the following stacked bar chart.

200 M Adults
" Boys
150 W Girls
100
: I I
0
Basketball Swimming Tennis Football Hockey

1 Approximately how many adults play basketball?
A 80 B 25 Cc 10

2 How many boys enjoy swimming?
A about 40 B about 60 C about 170

3 Which sport is enjoyed by the same number of adults as girls?
A Dbasketball B tennis C football

4 Which group seems to participate in the most sport overall?
A adults B boys C girls

2.2 Some charts are used to show predictions of the future. Study the graph
below and decide what the information is telling you.

Estimates Projections
of the past of the future

Sea level change (mm)
— [ ] w g
8 8 8 8

o

g

8
|
|

1850 1900 1950 2000 2050 2100
Year

g
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Using the passive voice helps to show you are describing the visual
information, rather than giving your own ideas. To describe future
predictions, we often use the passive form of the verbs estimate, predict,
and forecast. These sentences often start with I1.

2.3 Rewrite these sentences, describing the graph in 2.2.
1 I predict that sea levels will continue to rise.
[t is predicted that

2 [ estimate that sea levels will have increased by 200mm by the
year 2050.

It

3 I forecast that sea levels will rise more rapidly between 2050
and 2100.

Sea levels

4 [ estimate that by 2100, sea levels will be 500 mm higher than
they are at present.

By 2100, sea levels

3 Improving your Task Achievement score

When the examiner assesses your writing, one of the criteria they will
use is called Task Achievement. Look at the wording of this Writing
Task 1 question.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

This means that, to achieve a good score for Task Achievement, you
need to

1 give an overview of the main information in the graph (summarise
the information).

2 describe all the most relevant and significant information (select and
report the main features).

3 point out the key differences and similarities in the data (make
comparisons where relevant).

4 only include information that is represented in the data.

produce an answer that is at least 150 words.

Writing skills

Test Tip Each time yo
come across any form

of graph, chart or table,

study it carefully and

practise picking out the
major changes that the

figure shows. Imagine
that you are explaining
to someone else what
you have noticed from
the graph.

u
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It is very important to give a one-sentence overview or summary of
the main trends in the chart or graph. You will not achieve a good
Task Achievement score if your answer does not include an
overview sentence.

2.7 The bar chart below shows the reduction in traffic accidents in
Bridgewater following the introduction of extra lanes on busy
roads. Look at the chart and try to identify the main trend(s).

Accident reductions per kilometre in Bridgewater following
the introduction of extra lanes on busy motorways

T S e — B

B Before .
16 After
14
12
10
8 .
6
4 | '
2 l !
0 |

M1

3.2 Which of the following sentences is an accurate overview
sentence of the bar chart?
(You must summarise the main trend(s).)

A There were mixed results following the introduction of the new
traffic system in Bridgewater.

B On some roads the extra lanes were more popular than on
others.

C The roads with the largest amount of traffic are the M1 and M5.

D In every case, adding an extra lane on main roads had a
positive effect on traffic incidents.

E All cities should incorporate this system on their main roads.
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For Writing Task 1, you need to write 150 words describing and
summarising the main features. The visual information may contain
minor details that should not be included. For example:

Main feature: Extra lanes were introduced to five main roads.

Minor detail: Before the new lane was introduced, almost eight cars had
accidents on the M4 per kilometre per year.

3.3 Look at sentences 1-6 and decide if the information is

A a main feature (it should be included)
B a minor detail (it can be left out)

1

The M2 and the M3 showed the smallest reduction in accidents.

Approximately four accidents per kilometre occurred on the
M3 prior to the peak lane being introduced.

About 17 accidents per kilometre occurred each year on the
M2 following the introduction of extra lanes on busy roads.
The greatest reduction in accident numbers occurred on the
M1, the M4 and the M5.

The introduction of the new system cut the number of
accidents occurring on the M1 and the M5 by half.

Each year, the greatest number of accidents occur on the M1,
the M2 and the M5.

3.4 Look again at the bar chart in 2.1 and read the model answer
below. Check the Task Achievement of the model answer.

1
2

Find a sentence that gives an overview of the main information.
Find four examples of the main features of the data that have

been selected and reported.
Check the word count.

Writing skills

Test Tip You will

lose marks for Task

Achievement if you

¢ |eave out data that
is important.

e speculate on

reasons for the data.
¢ add information not
included in the data.

e write less than 150
words.

Don’t do these things.

The chart shows the responses of a group consisting of 100 boys, 100 girls and 100 adults in
Manchester, England, when asked whether they participated in four sports: basketball, swimming,
tennis and football. From their responses, it is clear that swimming is the most popular sport
among all groups, and that from these three groups, boys participated in the most sports. In fact,
for three out of the four sports, boys were the major participants. The only sport not enjoyed by
the boys surveyed was hockey, a sport that the vast majority of the girls who were interviewed
participated in. Other sports enjoyed by girls were tennis and basketball. However, only a very
small number, approximately 10 of the 100, participated in football. We can conclude from this
that girls in Manchester enjoy hockey a lot and that they don't particularly like football.

3.5 Improve the Task Achievement score of the model answer.

1
2
3

Find one piece of information that should be deleted.
Decide what details are missing.
Complete the answer so that there are 150 words.

99



2 Academic Writing Task 1 -
Comparing and contrasting
graphs and tables

in this unit you will practise:

avoiding repetition

comparing and contrasting data
describing changes in numbers
grammatical range and accuracy

describing numbers and figures accurately

1 Avoiding repetition

As well as Task Achievement, another criterion the examiner will use

is called Lexical Resource. This assesses the accuracy and range of the
vocabulary you use. To display a wide range of vocabulary, you must make
sure not to simply repeat your own words or the words from the question.

1.1

100

A good way to avoid repetition is to use synonyms. Which words
A-F could be used to replace the underlined words in sentences 1-6?

1 There was a sharp decrease in sales between 2007 and 2010

2 The figures fell steadily over the next 10 years.

3 Itis predicted that the numbers will begin to increase from 2025.

4 Ttis predicted that the numbers will remain the same for the next
ten years.

5 The charts show how many people travelled by train in 1950

and 2000.

According to the data in the table, 2005 was the most

successful year.

=3

stay
indicate
information
dropped
rise
reduction
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You need to write an introductory statement for your description. For

this, it is

particularly important to use your own words instead of

copying words and phrases directly from the question. You can do

this by

* using a synonym of the words in the question.
¢ changing the form of a word (e.g. changing a verb into a noun).

1.2 Look at these extracts from Writing Task 1 questions, and
candidates’ introductory statements. Replace the underlined
words in the candidates” answers with a suitable phrase from
the box to improve the range of vocabulary.

A

C
D
E
F
G

B agroup o[ people of a range of ages

how many

the countries Hmj come ]wm

the number uf vehicles on the road
have taken courses at

diﬁi‘mnf sports !.n‘fﬁ'rm{ l!‘q

]11..‘11' | HHL'II }R'L‘P

€ spcni

1

The graph shows traffic growth in the Netherlands between
1960 and 2010.

The :]mph indicates the dum};cs in gghﬁ_t in the Netherlands r_rum
1960 to 2010.

The bar chart shows the sporting preferences of 100 adults,
boys and girls in Manchester.

The bar chart tells us the sporting Itu‘t"ﬁ‘rcnccs uflOO adults, boys
mu{:]frfs in Manchester, k \
The graphs show the number of students that have attended
the college since 1980 and their different nationalities.

From the qmpha we can see the number ut students that have
»IHLH{{N{ Hlt u"”l. |.]|. since 1980 as we ” as H]LH 1'( Hligllf Ilﬂflt‘lltlhflt S,

The two pie charts show the average household expenditure in
the US in 1900 and in 2000.
The pi;‘ charts reveal the average household ;.':(pclldil‘urf in the US in
1900 and 2000. ‘

1.3 Look at the candidates’ statements again. Which other examples
of paraphrase can you find?

Writing skills
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2 Comparing and contrasting data

When you are describing a chart or graph, you are actually describing
the patterns in the data. Before you begin to write, spend one or two
minutes noticing the different features of the visual information.

2.7 Look at this Writing Task and then answer the questions.

The bar chart below shows the net worth of the UK from 2000
to 2010 according to three different sectors.

“

[ I Businesses

6000/ Government

5000 |
g 4000
Z 3000

2000

1000

0 - o - _ N
- i |

-1000

3000]’ B UK total
7000, M Households

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Year

What do the figures on the left measure?

Why does the number 1,000 appear twice?

Which set of figures shows what is happening in the country
as a whole?

To help identify the patterns, you need to look for the

* peaks (high points) and troughs (low points)
* periods when the figures remain steady (show little or no change)
¢ periods when the figures fluctuate (show a lot of changes)

You also need to notice which different figures you can compare
(show that they are similar) and contrast (show that they are different)

2.2 Look at the patterns in the data and answer these questions.

1

¥ |

102

Over which span of time did the UK government’s wealth
remain steady?

Over which period did its wealth decline?

In which three separate years did business wealth show a
marked improvement?

In which two years was the total wealth of the UK worth more
than household wealth?

Which three sets of data generally followed the same pattern?
Which sector fluctuated the most between 2000 and 2010?

Test Tip Remember
that, to achieve a high
score for Writing Task 1,
you need to select and
report on the main
features and make
comparisons where
relevant.
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Usually, changes occur over time. So, to describe these changes
accurately, you must use the appropriate tense.

2.3 Complete the sentences with the most appropriate tense of the
verbs in brackets.

1 The figures for UK households (remain) fairly
steady between 2000 and 2002 then (begin;
increase). By 2007, UK household wealth (rise)

from £4,500 billion to just under £7000 billion.

2 Between 2000 and 2007, both the government and household
wealth (show) positive figures that gradually
(increase) over time.

3 While both the household and government net wealth
(drop) significantly in 2008, the government’s net
worth (fall) so much that it actually
(go) into negative figures in 2010.

4 Between 2000 and 2010, the total net worth of the UK
(follow) a similar pattern to that of the households
and the government.

5 Although the net worth of businesses in the country
(improve) from 2000 to 2002, this trend
(not last) long and (begin; worsen)
again only a year later.

6 From 2005 to 2007, although the rest of the country
(experience) continued growth, the wealth of
businesses (return) to the levels of 2000.

7 The data for the business community (reveal)
the opposite trend to that of the rest of the country. At the
same time that the wealth of households and the government
(grow), the wealth of businesses
(decline).

2.4 Look at the sentences in 2.3 again. Which sentences are

A describing a pattern or trend in one sector?
B pointing out the similarities in data for two or more sectors?
C contrasting data from two or more sectors?

2.5 Study the language used in the sentences in 2.3 and make a note
of any new vocabulary.
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3 Grammatical Accuracy - describing numbers
and figures accurately

Another criterion the examiner will use to assess your writing is
Grammatical Range and Accuracy.

After your introductory sentence and your overview sentence, you
need to select relevant data to report on. To do this, you need to be
able to accurately describe numbers and figures.

2.7 Read this extract from a description of the bar chart in 2.1 and
the underlined information.

The chart shows that the maximum net worth cfn“ UK houscholds

reached a little over £7000 billion. In six uf”h‘ ten years rfpn‘m‘ntn{ i"
the chart, UK households were worth 1|rt1p:'u,\inmh'll_:; 5% to 10% more
than the UK total. For just under a third ufﬂn.\ period, in the years
2002 to 2004, the UK total was equal to or greater than the total worth

of UK households.
1  Which information is written as numerals (1, 2, 3, etc.)?

2  Which information is written in words?

3.2 @ Replace the relevant numerals in the following sentences
with the correct word from the box.

three and a half billion a quarter half
a third one million dollars

1 2 of the people who attended in 1961 had never attended a
concert before.

2 They reduced the budget by $1m 40 years later.

3  60% of students report using the library in term time only and
Y4 of those use the library at night.

4 The population rose by 3% billion in the next 15 years.

Over 15 million planes landed at the airport in the last seven
months; this is an increase of ‘4.
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A common problem for candidates is in deciding whether or not a
noun or a number should have a final ‘s’.

3.3 @ cComplete the sentences with the correct form of the words
in brackets.

1 There were approximately three hundred on the
roads in 1970. (thousand; car)
2 Current figures show that this has now risen to over twelve
. (million)

3 of people travel by plane every year. (million)

4 According to the chart, four were manufactured
in the factory last month. (hundred; bed)

5 Approximately 40% of all admitted to working

through the night before exams. (student)

Another common mistake that candidates make when describing
numbers is missing out the preposition or using the wrong one.

3.4 ® cChoose the correct preposition from the box to complete the
sentences below. You may use some prepositions more than once.

in of to for from

1 The increase car use was accompanied by a decline in
the use of public transport.

2 The table shows the number students enrolled at the
school between 1960 and 1990.

3 Approximately 70% women have experienced this as
compared to only 30% men.
4 The figures train and bicycle use reveal a steady drop

in these types of transport.

5 The figures had increased 35% over 60%
within five years.

Study Tip When you are practising this type of writing, say your
answer aloud to help you decide whether your language is too repetitive.
Do your sentences sound very similar? Think about the sentence
structures you have used, as well as the vocabulary.

The coherence (how easy your writing is to understand) and cohesion
(how the ideas in your answer are connected together) of your answer
are also assessed in Writing Task 1. You need to take the time to organise
your ideas into paragraphs. You can practise this in Units 3, 4 and 6.

Test Tip Make sure
that you leave time at
the end to check your
writing. You need to
make sure that your
facts and your language
are both accurate.
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3 Academic Writing Task 1 -
Describing diagrams

In this unit you will practise:

* understanding a diagram ¢ understanding Lexical Resource
* describing a process * being accurate

« improving coherence and cohesion

1 Understanding a diagram

Another form of visual information is a diagram. Again, you need to
spend a little time studying and understanding the diagram before you
begin to write. Remember, you need to include all of the most relevant

information.

1.7 Look at the diagram below for one minute.

How to make recycled paper from old newspapers

106

Test Tip Try drawing
your own diagram of
an everyday machine
in your home (e.g. a
washing machine).
Divide the process up
into different stages
and describe it.

eiectric
mixer




1.2 Match the verbs to parts 1-9 in the diagram. You may use more
than one verb for each image.

lift pour leave drain add put tear
mix press soak dry place slide beat

There may be some labels included in the diagram. These are usually
the names of different objects that you are not expected to know. You
should use these in your description.

1.3 Study the diagram again and complete these sentences.

1 You need old newspapers, a to hold the mixture and
a containing 250 ml of water.

2 An is used to form the mixture into a pulp.

3 The pulp is poured into a

4 Some is used 1o lift the pulp out of the water.

5

A is used to flatten the pulp and press the water out.

2 Describing a process — coherence and cohesion

Writing skills

Test Tip Remember,
you have only 20
minutes to complete
Writing Task 1, so

you need to identify
the most important
information in only one
or two minutes. To help
plan your answer, write
the different verbs you
will use to describe each
stage on the diagram
itself. This will help to
make sure you don't
miss out any important
steps in your description.

Your Writing Task answer will be assessed based on its coherence (is it easy to understand?)
and its cohesion (are the ideas connected well?). For every Writing Task answer, your ideas
must be organised in a logical way and be connected together. Your answer must not be a list

of individual sentences.

2.7 Complete sentences 1-9 with endings A-1.

Then, use a piece of mesh, to carefully
Next, open up an old newspaper and

1 The diagram explains how to 6
2 First, 7
3 Then, add 250 ml of water and 8 Then, use a rolling pin to
4 Next, using an electric mixer, 9 Finally,
5 When it is ready,
A place the pulp mixture inside.
B beat the mixture for about 45 seconds until it forms a pulp.
C leave your new paper to dry in a warm place for at least 24 hours.
D make recycled paper from old newspapers.
E tear some newspaper into small pieces and put them in a bowl.
F lift the pulp mixture out of the tray, allowing the water to drain.
G press the paper down and force out any excess water.
H leave the paper to soak for up to an hour.
I

pour the pulp into a shallow tray and add a further 100 ml of
water. Mix it together by hand.
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To describe a process, we usually use the passive voice.

Active voice
First, tear some newspaper into small ;_H'rcr.s,

Passive voice

First, some newspaper is torn into small Pl'cft‘,\.

2.2 Now complete the description below by changing the sentences
in 2.1 to the passive voice.

The diagram explains how recycled paper is made from old
newspapers. First, some newspaper is torn into small pieces and
put into a bowl. Then,

2.3 Look at the complete description in the Answer Key. The
beginning of each sentence helps to organise the information
and link it together. Complete the list of words/phrases below
that help do this.

First, ... Then, ...

3 Lexical Resource — being accurate

Common spelling mistakes

3.1 @ Accuracy in vocabulary includes using the correct spelling.
The sentences below each contain one spelling mistake. Find the
mistakes and correct them.

1 The goverment increased spending in 1988 and again in 1998.

2 The chart shows the persentage of students who have access to
the internet in their home.

3 From the pie charts, we can see the diffrent sports enjoyed by
each age group.

4 These figures remained steady untill 1990, when they rose
steeply.

5 The charts show the energy use of four different contries over a

50-year period.

The highest rise occurred betwen 1970 and 1990.

This figure had dicreased by 50% by the end of this decade.

8 While the amount of money spent on education remained the
same, the budget for transport incresed considerably over
this time.

<~ o

Test Tip Remember,
your answer for
Writing Task 1 will be
marked against specific
criteria. One of these
is Lexical Resource. To
get a good score, you
need to use a wide
range of vocabulary
(not repeating the
same common words)
and use vocabulary
accurately (without
mistakes).
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3.2 ® Accuracy in vocabulary also involves using the most

appropriate words. Improve the accuracy of the sentences below

by replacing the underlined words with one of the nouns from

the box.

percentage number means method
amount factors figures

1 The number of traffic on the road continues to increase.
The diagram shows the way for making canned food.

3 The amount of children who do not have access to a computer
at home is higher in Newtown than in Westbridge.

4 The chart shows figures for four different ways of transport in
The Netherlands.

5 Another significant figure is the percent of the budget that the
school spent on recruiting staff.

6 The chart clearly shows the reasons that led to the current
energy problems.

3.3 @ Another accuracy problem occurs when you choose

the right word but use it in the wrong form. Complete these

sentences with the correct form of the words in brackets.

1 The between the two is only 9%. (different)

2 This involved a great deal of hard . (work)

3 The chart shows several of the areas we tend to take for
granted in our . (live)

4 In the older group, there was a dramatic in 2000.
(increase)

5 The graph shows that the rate of women increased far
more than that of men. (attend)

6 There was a decrease from 2005 to 2010, but overall it
remained the same. (slight)

7 The figures show how many people in the area make use of the
local centre. (sport)

8 We often go on trips to museums and art galleries.
(education)
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4 Academic Writing Task 1 -
Describing maps

In this unit you will practise:

» describing a map
« describing changes in a place

= being accurate

1 Describing a map Test Tip Work out

how much space 150
of your words take on a
page. This can save you

The following maps show the changes that have taken place in the centre having to count. Make

of a town since 1700. sure your handwriting is
neat and legible.

1.7 Look at the following Writing Task 1. Then complete the list of
changes below.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,

and make comparisons where relevant.

Town centre, 1700 Town centre today

High Street

Write at least 150 words

changes:

e the hotel las been L',‘(,,‘&“ll{t.'l{ / C}Ch’ndt‘t{.
* Steggle Farm

¢ the roads

¢ the shops

¢ the houses

¢ Goode Farm

¢ the house in St Peter's Lane

¢ the stables
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1.2 Complete the sentences with the correct feature.
1 The , which is right in the centre of the town, has not
changed in 300 years.
2 According to the 1700s map, there was a in the
bottom right-hand corner.
3 Another feature that has remained the same is the P
located in the centre, to the right of the market square.
4 The row of that can be seen in the bottom centre of
both maps, has changed little over the years.
1.3 Complete the sentences with the correct location.
1 Steggle Farm, which can be seen of the 1700s map, is
no longer there.
2 To the market square is the hotel, which has changed
considerably over the years.
3 Inthe both maps, there is a bridge.
4 Inthe 1700s, there were stables located the church.
2 Describing changes in a place
2.7 Match the verbs in the box to definitions 1-10.
l
add remove modernise extend replace
| reconstruct expand improve renovate
reduce develop
1
1 make something bigger: or
2 make something new again:
3 make something modern:
4 take something away and put something else in its place:
5 make something better:
6 make something smaller:
7 build several buildings in an area where there was nothing:
8 put in something totally new:
9 take something away:
10 build something again:
1
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2.2 Complete these sentences with the correct form of verbs from

Test Tip Get an old
2.3

map of your own town
1 Goode Farm has now been with a car park. centre and write about
some of the changes

2 The hotel has been , and is now almost twice that have happened.

the size it was in 1700.

3 Though many of their names have remained the same, all of m——p———
the roads

4 The traffic lights, roundabout and zebra crossing, which were
not needed in 1700, Nnow and
the road surfaces

5 The stables and replaced with a block of flats.

3 Grammatical Accuracy

Your answer for Writing Task 1 will be marked against specific
criteria. One of these is Grammatical Accuracy. To obtain a good score,
you need to produce writing that is grammatically accurate.

3.1 Correct the 10 mistakes underlined in the answer below.

The two maps 1 allows us to see the dranges in one small toun over a. 300-year period. In the
17005, the foun was rdatively small and R consists of a few Farms and houses gathered. around
a central market place and durch. Transport 3 restricted to horses at that time so the roads
were very basic. Having said that, the roads were clearly marked and the river had a bridge running
across .

In the present-day foun, a great deal A changing. Pernaps tie most noticeable changes are those
rdlating to transportation. Our modern-day needs are very different and so the roads 5 are_
improving and. fraffic lights, a roundabout and & zebra. crossing 6 been adding, as well as an extra
road. Increased. traffic means that a car park 7 now replaced Goode farm and the fidds that

8 are locate at the top of the 1700 map. Housing is another area where many cdhanges 9 are made.
Whil in 1700 there were Few houses, now there are rows of houses and. a block of flats instead of
the stables. A further development is the supermarket and the hotel, which 10 is extending.

- It is important to use paragraphs in your Writing Task 1 answer.
: Paragraphs show that your answer is well organised.

- 3.2 Look at the answer in 3.1 again and explain how it is organised.

Study Tip Practise writing with a timer set for 15 minutes so that you
get a good feel for how long this is.




1 Understanding the task

For General Training Writing Task 1, you will be asked to write a
letter. The letter must be written in the correct style:

o informal (if you are writing to family or friends)
« semi-formal (if you are writing to a work colleague you know well)
« formal (if you are writing to a business or a local newspaper)

1.1 Complete the table with these phrases, according to which part
of a letter they belong to and what style they are.

1 Hi Mum.

2 | look forward to your reply
3 Dear Mike

4 Lots of love

5 I'm afraid | won't be able to attend the meeting next week.

6 Thanks for the parcel, it just arrived!

7 Yours sincerely

8 Dear Sir or Madam
9 Kind regards

10 I'm writing in response to your advertisement.

11 | can’t wait to see you next week.

12 I'm looking forward to getting back to work.

Test Tip In the General
Training Writing Test,
you must manage your
time well. Writing Task 2
is worth twice as many
points as Writing Task 1,
so you must only spend
20 minutes on Writing
Task 1. Take a reliable
watch into the exam
with you. You won't be
allowed to take your
mobile phone into the
exam room.

informal

semi-formal

formal

greeting

opening
statement

closing

statement

ending
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In your letter, you might be asked to

Tmog oW >

request information.

give personal or factual information.

explain a problem or situation.

explain wants or needs / make a request.
complain about a service.

make a suggestion or recommend something.

1.2 Match phrases 1-6 to ideas A-F.

=

- W N

I think it would be better if you opened at the weekend as well.
Could you please send me a brochure and an application form?
Because I'm a student, I need a quiet place to study at night.
['m very unhappy about the dinner we ate in your restaurant
last night.

5 I finished high school last year and I am currently taking a
computer course.

6 1'm unable to go to the meeting myself because I have to look
after my son.

1.2 Look at this General Training Writing Task 1 question.

This part
explains the ]
situation.

This tells you
how to begin. —__

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

Ly You rent a four-bedroom house, which you share with two

other students. However, there are several problems with this
house that need fixing. You also find it expensive and would
like to find another student to share the spare bedroom.

Write a letter to the estate agency. In the letter

« explain your situation f—m——— |

» describe the problems with the house
* say what you would like to happen

Write at least 150 words. You do NOT need to write any
addresses. Begin your letter as follows: Dear Sir or Madam,

__— The bullet
points tell you
what to write
about.

1.4 Look again at the situation described in the question.

1 Do you think this situation is informal, semi-formal or formal?

2 Can you change these details and write about your own
personal situation?

3 Should you write your own address at the top of your letter?
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2 Improving your score
Your answer will be assessed based on the following criteria.

* Task Achievement Does your letter answer all the parts of the
question? Are all your ideas relevant?

* Coherence and Cohesion Are your ideas well organised, clear and
well connected?

* Lexical Resource Have you avoided repeating the same words and
copying words from the question?

* Grammatical Range and Accuracy Have you made few
grammatical mistakes and shown a range of grammatical structures?

The information in the exam task will tell you what to write about. To
achieve a good Task Achievement score, include all of these points in
your letter and only include relevant ideas. To improve your score for
Coherence and Cohesion, use the information in the exam task to help
plan and organise your ideas.

2.7 Look at the suggested plan below for a letter to answer the
question in 1.3. Think about what you would write for parts 2-6.

1 Greeting Dear Sir or Madam,

2 Opening
statements
(introduce yourself,
say why you are
writing)

3 Explain the situation

4 Describe the
problems with the
house

5 Say what you would
like to happen

6 Closing statements
(signal the end of
the letter)

7 End the letter

Writing skills
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2.2 Look at a candidate’s notes below for their letter.

1 Are all the ideas relevant to this question?
Match the relevant ideas (A-F) with parts 2-6 of the plan.
N.B. You may not be able to fill in each part.

[ ]

The upstairs shower seems o be leaking into the kitchen below and this is dangerous.
We would be grateful if you could get the problems fixed as soon as possible.

We're also worried as thereis no front gate, which makes the house less secure.
We have exams soon and my computer is broken.

[ look forward to hearing from you very soon.

My friends and | rent one of your properties and | am writing to inform you of some
problems that we are having.

T Qg AO®E B

2.2 Which two parts of the plan still need ideas?

To achieve a good score for Lexical Resource, you need to avoid copying
words from the question.

2.4 Look at the following explanation of the situation. Why do you
think it would receive a low mark?

We rent a fb:u---[u‘.{ru-nl1 house. However, there are several fn'uHL'lu,x with the house

that need fixing and we also lilni it expensive,

2.5 Help to improve the explanation below by filling in the blanks.
Then add the paragraph into the correct part of the plan on the
previous page.

The house we are 1 four bedrooms and there are three

of us sharing it. Our rent was recently increased and, as we are all students,

it is a little difficult for us to 2 . It’s a very nice house that suits us

perfectly but at the moment some 3 are needed.
2.6 What extra details does this second explanation include?

2.7 Which ideas (A-C) would help to complete the plan?

A T would like to ask permission to invite my friends to the house.

B Finally, we would like to ask if it is possible to invite a friend of
ours to share the rent and occupy the spare bedroom.

C To summarise, there are many problems with the house and we
are unhappy with your service.

To finish off a formal letter, we use
* Yours sincerely — if you know the name of the person you are writing to.
* Yours faithfully - if you do not know the name of the person.

2.8 Which ending is the most appropriate for this letter?

A Best wishes B Lots of love C Yours faithfully
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Study Tip Study the Academic Writing sections of this book for extra
help with improving coherence, cohesion and accuracy.

3 Checking and correcting

Your writing will be assessed for grammatical and lexical accuracy. This
means using vocabulary correctly, not making grammatical mistakes and
using the correct spelling. Below are some common mistakes.

yIIrrior erises

3.1 €@ correct the underlined mistakes.

[ hope that the above information would be helpful to you.

I will be grateful if you could think about the situation.
However, there were a few things I have to comment on.

On the bus, I spend the entire journey trying to make myself
warm with the help of my shawl.

Secondly, I want to describe the kind of area I like to move to.
I am look forward to hear from you.

My uncle is going away on holiday, so, he need someone to help
run his business.

8 T hope that help you with the identification of my parcel.

9 I writing you this letter regarding doing a computer course.

=W N =

= ) |

~1

Common mistakec with nranacitinnc
OTTHTTON ITHSaRkes Wil RArEia031tIoOrs

3.2

(O] Complete these sentences with the correct preposition. You may
use any preposition more than once.

in of on at with about to for

1 The reason that I didn’t take part is that I had an important
examination in Marketing the following day.

2 On the night last Sunday, I was playing games on the

computer with my classmate.
Yesterday, I noticed an advertisement the newspaper.

4 The main reason
living there.

my trip is to meet my nephews who are

Writing skills

Test Tip Leave at
least three minutes at
the end to check your
writing. Check your
spelling, punctuation
and grammar.

Test Tip To help with

your tenses when you

are writing, remember

that you are writing

in the present about

something that

* happened in the
past.

* has happened
recently.

® is true now or is
happening now.

* will happen in the
future.

* you would like to
happen in the future.

5 1am looking forward your reply and having more
details of this project.

6 You can contact me my phone at home 5467 4539.

7 1can support the project a lot of ways.

8 I have lots of experience cooking and cleaning.

9 I am really interested this job and also have the ability to

do this job very well.

g B 4
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3.3 (@ Find and correct the common spelling mistakes.

1 Iam writing to you becouse I'd like to attend the computer
course at your college.

2 I'm studying biology and I saw the advertisment at the

university.

I think this is good for our sociaty.

Is that course avaible part time?

5 Finally, the liberary needs more workers to help out at the

B W

weekend.

6 She has a degree in bussiness and marketing.

7 This resturant is situated at the centre of the city and is
therefore accessible from any point in the city.

8 I'm going to change my job soon, and it’s neccessary for me to

improve my computer skills.
9 Yours sincerly.

Study Tip If you have trouble spotting these spelling mistakes, perhaps

they are mistakes you make yourself! Make a note of any words you

often spell incorrectly and study them often. Writing the words out many

times can help you to learn the spelling.

3.4 (¥ Find and correct the common punctuation mistakes.

1 I wason my way to my office when i noticed your
advertisement on a billboard.

2 However; there is one certain thing which I see as a fault.

3  Yours Sincerely,

4 However, I would like to ask you about the party?

5 Please dont take a taxi, just wait for me.

6 Im available every Monday and Tuesday and every other
weekend.

7 Dear Sir:
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6 Writing Task 2 — Getting
ready to write

Iin this unit you will practise:

* understanding the task * improving your

* planning and organising Task Respahise scare

your ideas * writing an introduction

1 Understanding the task
Writing Task 2 consists of

* one or two statements on a topic OR a direct quotation giving
someone’s opinion on a topic

* aspecific task or question for you to answer

* the types of idea you need to include in your answer.

1.7 The words and phrases 1-8 are often used in Writing Task 2.
Match them with their correct meanings A-H.

to outline
to discuss
relevant

to view or judge
a change for the better
an element or condition

1 to what extent A connected to the topic

2 positive trend to give a summary of

3 afactor a means of achieving something
4 an approach to consider the different sides

5 toregard how far or how much

6

7

8

TOTMmMmOoOw

1.2 Read statements 1-6 carefully and make sure that you
understand them. Then match the statements to questions A-E.

1 Children have to be educated, but they also have to be allowed
to learn things for themselves.

2 ‘Advertisements spoil our enjoyment of today’s entertainment.’
‘I think the adverts are often more enjoyable than the
programmes they interrupt.’

3 The world would be a happier place if we all enjoyed our work.

4 Computers allow us to stay connected with each other. However,
they also encourage people not to go out and socialise.

5 Some countries reduce inner-city traffic by increasing public
transport. Others impose a tax on people who drive in the city.

6 Nowadays, more people are travelling to remote places,
spreading their own language and culture as a result.

Questions
A What are the advantages

and disadvantages of
each system?

Discuss both statements
and give your own
opinion.

To what extent do you
think this is a positive

trend?
How realistic do you
think this is?

To what extent do you
agree or disagree with
this view?
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2 Planning and organising your ideas

Before you begin to write, it’s important to make a plan. If you don’t
do this, your ideas will be disorganised and you will lose marks.

2.1 Look at the statements from 1.2 again.

1 For statements 1, 3 and 6, decide how much you agree.

2 For the statements in 2, 4 and 5, decide which one you agree with.

3 For each of the statements in 1.2, explain why you agree or
disagree. Then give your own opinion on the topic.

2.2 Study the following Writing Task 2 question.

The internet allows us to stay connected with each other no
matter where we are. On the other hand, it also isolates us and
encourages people not to socialise.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with these statements?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant
examples from your own knowledge or experience.

The final part of the question is very important. It tells you what you must

include in your answer.

You must include You can include
* your own opinion about the
statements.

¢ the reasons for your opinion.

experience. BUT these must be
relevant to the question.

2.3 Look at the question in 2.2 again.

1 Decide on your own point of view.

2 Think about your own personal experience of this topic. Make notes.

My own opinions and experience

120

» examples from your own personal

Test Tip The score you
get for Writing Task 2
is two thirds of your
total writing score, so
it is very important that
you spend a full 40
minutes on this part

of the IELTS Writing
paper. You are given
more time than for
Writing Task 1 because
you need to write

250 words, and also
because you have to
use your own ideas.
Spend at least four or
five minutes planning
your ideas before you
start writing.
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The examiner will mark your Writing Task 2 based on specific criteria.

One of these is Task Response. To achieve a good Task Response score,

you must

e explain your own opinions on the topic

* support your opinions (e.g. with personal examples or your
knowledge of the world)

* include only relevant ideas

e write 250 words.

2.4 You will lose marks if you include ideas that are not relevant to

2.5

the question. Look at these ideas that a candidate noted to

answer the question in 2.2. Cross out four ideas that are not

relevant to the task and should not be included.

1 Instant communication (¢.g. emails/Text messages) means that it is
difficult to escape From work. )

R Tne internet makes it easier to do your homework.

3 In my company, computers have replaced many staff and have caused

mare unemployment
4 A friend of mine uses a social-networking site a great deal but ue
rarely see her.

5 Virtual friends made on the intamet cannot be compared. to our actual

friends and Famiy.
6 I leamed to type using a computer program, these programs make it
easy to understand. computers and make learning fun

~J

day.

8 With mare and more techndlogical advances, our society will continue to

develop taster and faster.
9 Through the intamet, we can share memories with people who are far
auuy.

Check your answers, then look back at your own ideas from 2.3.
Are there any you need to cross out?

My cousin travelled for a year but kept in touch with his famiy every

Study Tip Articles that contain opinions can help give you ideas to use
in the Writing tasks. The letters page of a newspaper usually contains
people’s personal opinions about different topics. Read them and decide
whether you agree or disagree. Decide what your own opinion is.

Writing skills
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It is important to produce a balanced answer that looks at both sides
of the question equally. It is also important to organise your ideas into
separate paragraphs.

2.6 Decide which of the remaining ideas from 2.4 can be put
together into the same paragraph. Put the ideas from 2.4 into the
correct box below.

For: the internet helps us to ~ Against: the internet isolates us
stay connected:

1 ~rhorl
L) &, LI1EY

If you do not have enough ideas for both sides of the question, then
your ideas will not be fully developed.

2.7 Which side of the argument do we need to add more to?

2.8 Which of the following ideas would be best to add?

A The business world benefits from the immediate contact
provided by the internet.
B The internet has both advantages and disadvantages.

3 Getting started — writing an introduction

Once you have your ideas planned out, you can begin to write. Your
answer must be clearly developed, and so it needs a clear start. The
best way to start is by restating the question in your own words.

3.7 Match introductory sentences A-D below to Writing Task 2
statements 1-6 in 1.2.

A Each year, there are more and more cars on our streets creating

congestion and causing delays. There are several ways that
local governments can try to solve these problems.

B Unless we are born into wealth, we all need 1o find a way to
earn a living. For many, our working life takes up most of our
waking hours and this can make us very unhappy indeed.

C Asasociety, we have a duty to teach our young people. However,

there are some lessons that we need to learn for ourselves.

D Marketing involves teaching as many people as possible about
a product. There is no better way to reach people than through
television, popular culture and the internet.
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Test Tip Your answer
will also be marked

on coherence (are
your ideas clearly
linked?). You need to
make sure your ideas
are organised into
separate paragraphs.
To help group your
ideas together logically,
make notes under
different headings that
show both sides of the
discussion. These can
then form the middle
paragraphs of your
answer.
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3.2 In this introduction for the Writing Task in 2.2, too many words

: . Test Tip You will
have been copied from the question. Improve the introduction by

lose marks if you

replacing the underlined phrases. Use the words from the box. copy words from the
keep in touch however anywhere in the world q:faﬂf;'sgﬁfhke_zure to
‘ obsession stay at home see their friends parap 2 8 ddeds.

The internet is a I{'t‘lli{(.'!'!llir tool that h(l'!b. us to stay connected with

each other no matter where we are. On the other hand, some websites

encourage us not to socialise.

Once you have restated the question, the rest of your introduction could

1 give your interpretation of the words or ideas used in the
question

2 explain what you intend to write about

3 give a brief reaction to the question

4 summarise the question or topic through a new question

3.3 What suggestions above (1-4) do sentences A-D relate t0?

A Does the internet really help us to develop relationships?

B We need to consider both the benefits and the drawbacks of
the internet.

C 1think the word ‘tool” is important here. In my view it shows
how impersonal this contact is.

D These statements summarise my own mixed feelings towards
the internet.

3.4 Look at sentences 1-4 below and decide which would make a
good final sentence for the introduction.

1 It seems clear that the internet brings a lot of problems.

2 Is the internet a positive or a negative influence on our lives?

3 How can we ensure that the internet does not cause widespread
problems?

4 Let us consider the arguments for and against computers.

Study Tip Don't learn whole answers and expect to use them in the

exam. You will receive a very low score if you do this. Candidates who

receive a higher band score in writing are able to show flexible use of
language. The more you practise writing and reading, the more flexible
your writing will become.
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Writing Task 2 — Expressing
your ideas clearly

In this unit you will practise:

* linking your ideas * using the correct style

* being accurate with vocabulary * expressing a personal view

= avoiding repetition * reaching a conclusion

1 Linking ideas — cohesion

Cohesion means linking your ideas together clearly. Without cohesion, you
will have a list of sentences, rather than a connected paragraph or essay.

1.7 The following words and phrases are all used to connect sentences
and ideas together. Put them into the correct place in the list,
according to how they are used.

that is because of however in spite of
furthermore in addition on the other hand
consequently while S0 despite such as
as a result whereas for instance

not only ... but also although also in fact

Connecting similar ideas: sfnliInl-i}p
Connecting different ideas: but,
Clarifying an idea: in other words,
Giving examples: for exanple,

Giving a reason or conclusion: chrrh‘w,

1.2 cChoose the correct words.

1
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Advertisements provide vital revenue for the entertainment
industry. Consequently / Despite, without adverts we could lose
certain forms of entertainment altogether.

Nowadays, the internet has become an indispensable business
tool. Although | In fact, we would find it very difficult to get
through a working day without it.

The internet brings the world into our home. Also / However, we
sometimes want to shut out the outside world from time to time.
Schools can give our children academic knowledge. Whereas /
Furthermore, at school, children can learn social skills.

Many people today spend time on social networking sites. As a
result | For example, Facebook and Twitter are both used around
the world to help people stay connected.

Test Tip The
examiner will assess
the Coherence and
Cohesion of your
answer. They will judge
how your ideas are
organised and how
you link information.
Planning before you
write is the best way to
make sure your ideas
are organised in

a logical way.
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1.3 Which connectors in the box could also be used to link the ideas

in1.2?
In addition On the other hand In other words
For instance As a result

ical Resource — avoiding repetition

To achieve a high band score in the IELTS Writing paper, you need to
show a wide variety of vocabulary and sentence structure.
You can avoid repeating words by

* using a synonym

* using a pronoun to refer back to an idea (This + noun / These +
plural noun)

* using a group noun (This/these type(s) of / kind(s) of + noun)

For example

Settlers introduced several new animals, such as the cat. This prt‘dﬂh}r ,m'ftlu{
on the local wildlife. ‘
Settlers often introduce new crops and animals to an arca. This type of activity

can I‘L‘ L“hll.\'{'ll‘li,\'.

2.7 Extracts 1-5 repeat the same vocabulary. Improve them by
replacing the underlined phrases with a suitable synonym from
the box and the appropriate pronoun.

funding system natural resources facilities

method technology

1 We depend on oil, coal and gas for the majority of our energy
needs. However, oil, coal and gas will one day run out.

2 Remote and rural areas may initially seem like idyllic places
to live but they often lack hospitals, shops and schools. Living
without easy access to hospitals, shops and schools can make
life very difficult indeed.

3 Governments sometimes try to encourage innovation by

offering grants. This isnt always effective because special grants

are often difficult to obtain.

4 Some teachers ask students to simply copy down texts from a
blackboard. But copying down texts does not help students to
become independent or flexible in their use of language.

5 In my country, cars driving through the city centre are charged
a toll. Charging a toll has been a success because the traffic has

decreased considerably.

Writing skills

Test Tip Just like
Writing Task 1, your
Writing Task 2 answer
will be assessed based
on the lexical resources
or vocabulary you

use. This means that
you need to avoid
repeating words from
the question and use as
wide a variety of words
and phrases to discuss
the topic as you can.
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The language you choose must be as accurate as possible and must suit
this formal task.

2.2 () sentences 1-6 contain one example of incorrect style. Find the
mistakes and correct them,

1 Children with no access to education are most likely gonna
end up in manual jobs.

2 Two of the major problems we are facing today are global
warming & increased pollution.

3 A lot of our modern conveniences are contributing to our
unhealthy lifestyle, e.g. we often use a car instead of walking to
the local shops.

4 Some businesses think it is OK to simply dump toxic waste and
pay the necessary fine.

5 Kids of any age need the right type of guidance.

6 I find that the internet helps me a lot when I travel. I can use it
to book flights, find a hotel, get maps, etc.

Study Tip Think about your own language when you are studying
English. Make a note of important differences such as vocabulary or
grammar. Noticing these will help you to avoid making the mistakes that
are common for people with the same first language as you.

2.3 Some words are commonly confused. Circle the correct word or
phrase in each sentence.

1 Idon't think it is necessary for children to learn / study about
ancient history.

2 Ido think it is important for us to try to understand / know
different cultures.

3 Belore I travel to a new country, I always take the time to find
out about / know the local customs and rules.

4 1Itis almost impossible to get a good office job without up-to-date
computer skills / knowledge.

5 Idon’t think we will be able to stop / solve this problem in our
lifetime.

6 I believe today’s younger generation are more attracted by f{lexible
working hours than by the thought of earning money / wages.

7 Sadly, not all employers / employees receive sick pay and holiday pay.

8 A great deal of advertising / advertisement is now done as we surf
the internet.
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an essay like this is a
formal situation and
so your language
must be formal as
well. Never use notes
or bullet points. You
will lose marks if you
use abbreviations or
language that is too
casual.




3 Expressing a personal view

Remember that your Writing Task 2 answer should give your own
views on or attitude to the topic. One way to show this is by using

A adverbs such as personally or probably.
B modals such as might or could.

C phrases such as in my view.

D verbs such as appear to be or seem to be.

These can also help 1o stress your ideas or change them from a simple
fact to a personal opinion.

For example
Travelling is dangerous. —* Trav elling can be dangerous.
Most people agree with me, — [ think most pn']lh' would agree with me.

3.7 Match these examples to suggestions A-D.

1 As far as I'm concerned, we have not done enough to address the
problem.

2 Perhaps the current strategy will work.

3 People seem to spend a lot more time at work than with their
families nowadays.

4 Following a vegetarian diet can help you save money.

3.2 Underline the words or phrases in sentences 1-9 that show opinion
and attitude. Then rewrite them using the words in brackets.

1 Perhaps this is because today’s teachers are not trained as well
as they used to be. (might)
This might be because today's teachers are not trained as well as
ih\'l'll.\n}ifft‘l'l.'. '

2 Pt‘fsnna]ly, I don’t think this is a good idea. (view)

3 I certainly wouldn’t like to have to do a job I didn’t enjoy.
(personal)

4 1 think this could be a bad idea. (probably)

5 In my view, life is much more complicated for young people
nowadays. (can)

6 Personally, I think every situation is different. (opinion)

7 Nowadays, young people probably use their mobile phones for
multiple tasks. (generally)

8 In my opinion, schools are more crowded than in the past. (seem)

9 My city is less crowded now and people generally enjoy
walking through the streets. (appear)

Writing skills
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Try to avoid repeating ‘I think’ or ‘I know’ too often. The following verbs
can be used instead: realise, feel, believe, imagine, can see.

3.3 Match the words in bold in sentences 1-8 with the most
appropriate definition, A-C.

A this is my strong beliel
this is my understanding of the situation
C this is a guess, | don’t really know for sure

1 Ifeelit’simportant for everyone to play an active role in
reducing this type of pollution.
2 Irealise that it could be difficult to cut costs like this.

3 I can see that for people who have a disability, the internet
provides an essential lifeline.

4 Isuppose that allowing adverts to be placed on a football pitch
might help reduce the cost of tickets.

5 1 believe that if we all made a positive effort then we could
make real progress.

6 Iimagine that people with high-powered jobs find it difficult to
escape from work.

7 Iam convinced that there is a connection between computer
use and obesity.

8 I suspect that the rich are not as happy as we think they are.

To finish off your writing, you need to write a conclusion. Your
conclusion should be a brief summary of your argument and ideas and
is often a good place to give your own opinion.

3.4 @ These concluding sentences all contain a mistake. Find the
mistakes and correct them.

1 In conclusion, I completely disagree this view.

2 Aslaras I am concern, this is a problem without any real solution.
3 To summarise, even there is a clear downside to our dependence
on technology, I honestly feel we have to find a way to cope

with it because the internet is definitely here to stay.

4 In conclude, there are both negatives and positives to this
system, but the negatives seem to far outweigh the positives.

5 In my point of view, education is a vital part of every child’s life.
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8 Writing Task 2 — Checking
and correcting

In this unit you will practise:

* developing your ideas clearly * checking and correcting

* grammatical accuracy * using correct punctuation

* assessing your language level

1 Developing your ideas clearly

When you have completed your writing, make sure you allow at least
three or four minutes to check and read through your answer. First
check your ideas against your plan.

* Did you include all of your ideas?
* Are your ideas organised and connected logically?

1.1 Read the answer to this Writing Task on the following page.

‘The internet allows us to stay connected with each other no matter
where we are. On the other hand, it also isolates us and encourages
people not to socialise.’

To what extent do you agree or disagree with these statements?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples
from your own knowledge or experience.

the exam.

1.2 Before checking the spelling and grammar, consider the ideas
and organisation of the answer.

1 Look at underlined words 1-10 in the answer. What ideas do
these words refer back t0? Why does the writer use them?

2 Find a word or phrase that is used to

a
b
C
d
e
f
g

introduce what you want to talk about first
introduce a contrasting idea

add a supporting idea

show you are giving an example

show you are giving a personal opinion

explain the result of an action or situation
introduce a summary of the ideas in the answer

3 Write the plan the candidate might have used before beginning
to write.

Test Tip The
examiner will assess
the Grammatical
Accuracy of your
answer. They will judge
how accurate your
sentence structures are,
and also whether you
have shown a range
of structures and not
limited yourself to basic
ones. Make sure you
vary your sentences in
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The intemet is & wonderful tool that helps us 1o keep in touch winerever we are. However, I do think
that some people can find it quite addictive. Progress often comes at a price, and there are many wno is
concemed. about the impact The internet has on our daily lie.

First, let us consider the benefits the intemet brought. Undoubtedly, the greatest of ~these is the case
with wich %t allows us to make contact with people amywinere in the world. Nowdays, the busingss world
makes use of this every day. Without the intemet, companics would find it extremely difficult o expand or
meet the needs of “ther customers. This same ability To keep in Touch extends info our personal lives. For
example, when my cousins were backpacking around e werld “They were able To reassure Thier family and
friends that all was well and also share memaries almost immediately, using social networking sites.

Progress comes at a. price, nowever, and there is anotier side to the coin. “This convenience That Tine
intarnet brings means That our work is only ever a mouse click away. Consequently, many people find. it
diffcult fo ever escaping From work. In addition; the websites That encourage us To keep in Touch may,
ronically, lead. to anti-social benaviour in some users. “These people end up with mare virfual friends than

actual friendships. In rmh#y, *ther fecling of comnectedness may only be an illusion as they become more
and. more isclated in Thair nomes.

To summarise, I completely agree That, although there are clear bengfits To the internet, there are alse
cartain risks. Having said That, I belive that “these can be winimise through ecducation. As far as 1 'm
concarn, something that can bring the world info the home of a person who is disabled and egssentially
housebound., is mere indispensable than intrusive.

Study Tip We use handwriting less and less these days, so make sure
that you practise writing quickly and neatly. Ask others to read your
writing to make sure it is legible. There may not be time in the exam to
write and then rewrite your answer. It is better to spend time planning
and then checking at the end.

2 Grammatical Accuracy

To achieve a high band score in the IELTS test, you need to show
a range of vocabulary and grammatical structures and use them
accurately.

2.1 Look again at the answer and find

1 four common spelling mistakes.
2 five problems with verbs.
3 a phrase that is repeated (decide which one to delete).
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When you are writing quickly, it is easy to make silly mistakes. Use the

final few minutes to carefully check what you wrote.

Check:

* your spelling — Check for careless spelling mistakes.

* your grammar - Check verb and subject agreement and check your

tenses.

* your punctuation - Have you marked the end of a sentence with a

full stop? Do any of your words need a capital letter?

* your handwriting — Are any words unclear that you need to write

more clearly?

2.2 @ These words are some of the words most commonly
misspelt by IELTS candidates. The parts of the words that often
cause problems have been underlined. Look at the words in A
for one minute, then cover them and try to correct the mistakes
in the words in B.

A B
government govenment
until_ untill
nowadays nowdays
believe belive
because becuse
countries contries
people_ peopl
opportunities oppotunities
between betwen
environment enviroment
technology tecnology
important importent
experience expereince
competition compettion
their thier
modern morden
conclusion concluson
children chidren
restaurant resturant
society soceity

Don’t forget to check your punctuation. The most common mistakes are

e with capital letters.

¢ full stops.

* commas.
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2.3 @ Correct the punctuation in these sentences.

1

According to the survey, the population will grow more and
more, it is predicted that by 2050 the population will have
increased by 30%.

Many famous film stars are american.

My conclusion; therefore is that teaching children to be good
members of society is the job of both parents and the school.
the pie chart gives us information about the causes of land
degradation worldwide.

Many children spend hours playing video games which can
lead to health problems.

However, we can see that the rate of both National and
international calls increased from 1995 to 2010.

Nowadays in many universities around the world university
students can study any subject they like.

Study Tip Students often repeat the same mistakes. Get to know your
own common mistakes and make sure you deliberately practise these —
especially if the mistakes are spelling mistakes you repeatedly make.

3 Assessing your language

3.7 To help you try to assess the different band scores on the IELTS
Writing paper, read these features of Bands 4, 6 and 8.

Band 4

ideas are clear but there may be a lot of repetition

uses only basic vocabulary which may be used repetitively

uses only a very limited range of grammatical structures and rarely accurately
makes frequent spelling mistakes

errors may cause problems for the reader

Band 6

organises information and ideas clearly

uses an adequate range of vocabulary for the task

uses a mix of simple and complex sentence forms

attempts to use less common vocabulary but with some mistakes

makes some errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling but they don’t cause
problems for the reader

Band 8

uses a wide range of vocabulary fluently and flexibly

uses a wide range of structures and the majority of sentences are accurate
makes only very occasional mistakes

skilfully uses uncommon vocabulary but there may be occasional mistakes
errors in spelling are rare




3.2 Now look at these extracts from three different Writing Task 2
answers. Match extracts A-C to the band score you think they
received (4, 6 or 8).

A

Television in general is one of the most important tools of our daily life

now. From children to adults, every age group enjoys watching the television
programmes of their interest. TV in its early days was mainly used for news
broadeasting and other important awareness for the public. But now it heavily
influences our lives and it almost became an addiction.

In today's world, with the discovery of satellite television, almost every
channel reaches our home and we have plenty of choice. In my opinion

TV plays a great role in our lives as its a major source of information of
happenings around the world and one has enough information about another
country before they have a chance to visit the place physically. In today's
household one keeps track of programmes and can record them to watch

it at a later more convenient time. So TV is not only a great tool for the
enhancement of knowledge on every subject but also its an entertainment
package as without it life would be very dull and monotonous.

Nowdays, with the developing of science and technology, more an more
people use computers, computers are getting popular, people use computer
to tapy their essaies, get information from internet, and computers are
used in everywhere such as bank supermaket and so on. however, it has
been widely noted that some people don't know how to use computers. it
make them inconvenient and uncomfortable in their lives. people who do

not know how to use computs are become more and more disadvantaged.
Some people believe that goverment should make means to solve this
problem. In my opinion, people who don't know how to use computers make
them disadvantaged in three ways.

Nowadays, technology is an esstential part of education.
The use of computers in a classroom is so common that

it is almost impossible to students follow their studies if
they do not have computer skills. However, if the computer
dominate the major role of education, what should be
done with the teachers?

Firstly, not all schools can provide computers for their
students. In this case, colleges situated far away from big
center or better, in small towns, depend on teachers as the
main source of knowledge for their children. Another point
to be considered is the fact that not all the students are
keen on working with computers or have enough skills to
work with these modern machines.

3.3 Look again at the band score descriptions. Which do you think is
closer to a description of your own writing?

Writing skills
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