Chapter

PTE Academic

Preparation

Test preparation

Test preparation includes familiarizing yourself with the test format, evaluating your proficiency
level, making decisions about when to take the test, creating a study plan to improve knowledge
and skills in English, and studying test-taking tips.

| Test format

If you know exactly what to expect in advance, you will approach the test with greater confidence.
The test format includes features such as:

» Length and timing: How long does each part of PTE Academic last? How much time is
allowed for each section and each item type?

» Quantity: How many parts are included in the test? How many sections are included in each
part? How many items are included in one section?

» Layout: How is each item type presented on screen?

» Instructions: What task needs to be completed for each item type? How are responses
recorded?

» Item types: How are different item types presented on screen? What tasks need to be
completed? What skills are assessed? How are responses scored?
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Information about the test format of PTE Academic and item type practice are included in
Chapters 3—-6. The CD-ROM included with this guide offers a lot of additional practice materials.
You can also refer to “Resources” in this chapter for information on other test preparation
resources.

‘Evaluating your English proficiency

Before taking PTE Academic, you should determine whether you are ready to take the test. There
are two points to consider:

¢ the target or minimum test score required for your purposes
e your current English proficiency level

To find out the minimum test score you must achieve, consult the college or institution that you
are applying to, as well as your sponsor if relevant.

To find out your current English proficiency level and whether you are ready to take PTE Academic,
you can take a PTE Academic practice test at www.pearsonpte.com.

~ Deciding when to take the test

If you attain your target score in a practice test, or if you believe that your proficiency level
matches the score you require, you can register to take PTE Academic at your earliest convenience.
However, if there is a considerable gap between your score in a practice test and your target score,
you should take the test at a later stage. A summary of the steps to help you decide when to take
the test is shown below.

I Determine target test score |

Y

l Evaluate current proficiency level |

N 2

[ Does current proficiency level match the target score? ] S

J Y
Yes No
N 2 J
| Book the test Create and follow a
J study plan to prepare
Create and follow a over a longer period
study plan to prepare J
within a short period Focus on areas of
J weakness in language
Focus on item types knowledge and skills
requiring practice J
J Re-assess proficiency
Take test level
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Creating a study plan

When you decide to take the test, you should plan carefully so that you can make the most profitable
use of the time available to prepare. In other words, you should create a study plan.

B Preparing within a short period

If you decide to take the test within a short period, your preparation should be test-focused rather
than general. You should produce a study plan accordingly.

Use all the test-related resources listed in “Resources” in this chapter.

Familiarize yourself with the test format using the resources you have obtained.

Do the item practice in the guide and on the CD-ROM as recommended on page xi and in
the CD-ROM Introduction.

Make a list of the item types which you find difficult.

Plan to do selective practice, focusing on each of the item types in the list.

Try to increase your use of test-taking strategies. Strategies for responding to each item type
in the test are included in Chapters 3-6.

Create a study schedule. This could be daily or weekly, depending on how much time you
have before the test.

Make a commitment and follow your study schedule.

Review your progress regularly and adjust your schedule accordingly.

Take another practice test to assess your performance, and repeat the steps above until you
feel confident in your ability to handle all item types in the test.

Preparing over a longer period

If you decide to take the test at a later stage, you should aim to improve your general and academic
English proficiency over a longer period. You can do this by self-study, or by taking a taught
English course, or a mixture of the two.

If you choose to do self-study, your study plan may include the following:

Identify your general strengths and weaknesses in language knowledge and skills.

Make a list of language knowledge and skills that you want to improve, in order of priority.
Identify and obtain the learning and practice materials you need.

Create a study schedule. This could be daily or weekly, depending on how much time you
have for study.

Study and practice, focusing on the language skills that you want to improve.

Malke a commitment and follow your study schedule.

Review your progress regularly and adjust your schedule accordingly.

Use general proficiency tests and PTE Academic practice tests to regularly review your
progress.

Follow the steps for “Preparing within a short period” when you determine that your
proficiency level matches your target score.

I Preparation N
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General test-taking tips

In addition to the test-taking strategies included in Chapters 3—6, there are some general pieces of
advice which apply to all test situations:

Get a good night’s sleep the night before the test. It is better to go to bed early than to do last-
minute studying.

Make sure you have the correct documentation and ID to take to the test center as listed in
the Test Taker Handbook.

Allow yourself plenty of time to reach the test center. There may be unavoidable delays. If you
have to rush to get to the test center, you might feel anxious when taking the test.

Read the test instructions carefully, and follow them exactly.

Read ahead if possible. For example, while you are waiting for a recording to start, read the
questions to get an idea of what you are going to hear.

Do not spend too much time on a single item.

Stay focused. Do not worry about other items that you have already responded to or will
answer later in the test.

Spend any available time checking your answers. Remember, you cannot navigate back in the
test to check answers later.

Resources

In addition to this guide, there are a number of resources available at www.pearsonpte.com to
help you learn about and prepare for PTE Academic.

» Test Tutorial

The PTE Academic Tutorial (available in Flash and PDF formats) is a free resource that
provides you with a detailed overview of the test, guidance on how to navigate through it, and
instructions on answering the different item types.

PEARSON ALV/AYS LEARNING

PTE Academic Tutorial
Test Overview
Speaking and Writing
Reading

Listening

PLARSON TEST OF ENGLITH ACADEHIC
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> Test taking strategies

Test taking strategies is a set of self-study lessons that give you a three-step approach to
successfully answering each of the 20 item types in the test.

PEARSON ALWAYS LEARNING

Read aloud

This Is a long-answer Item type that integrates speaking and reading skills, and requires you to read a short text
aloud, using correct pronunclation and intonation.
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Item Type Strategies
You have 30-40 seconds to go through the text. Read « sllently and try o fhgure out any
words you do not know using context and word structure clues.

Strategy 2 When you speak into the microphone, read every single word. Do not miss out words or rush
through. Apply your letter-sound knowledge or phonemic awareness to pronounce unfamiliar

words,
Slraleéy 3 When you speak, try to knk the words within phrases and do not emphasize grammar words
such as i and articles. This wlil help you achleve native-like rhythm and phrasing,

and sound more fluent.

Explanation and Practice of Each Strategy

You will have 30-40 seconds to prepare and lamiliarize yourself with the text before the microphone opens. Use
the time to try to figure out and understand any unfamlliar words, as well as the content of the text.

Context clues are usually any surrounding words that will glve you hints about the words you do not know.
word structure clues are groups of letters that occur frequently In words. These are prefixes (un-, re-, in-),
suffixes (-fut, -ness, -est), and inflectional endings (-ed, -ing, -€s). Associating meaning and sounds to these
groups of letters wilt lead to quicker and efficient word Identitication.

© Pearson Education ud 2011 Read sioud
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>» Test preparation courses

If you want some help studying for the test, you can contact one of our professional partners
who offer PTE Academic preparation courses.

Prepare for PTE Academic with courses run by our professional partners:

Australia
Bangladesh
China

India
Israel
Pakistan
Singapore
UK

us

Preparation courses

» Practice tests

On- and offline practice tests give you the opportunity to practice all your skills, gain full
experience of the test format and items, and assess your progress.

Look at tha graph below. [n 25 seconds, please speak into the microphone and doscribe in detalf what the graph is showing. You will have
40 seconds to giva your response.

Population Growth in More, Less Developed Countries

Blitions

i 'Recorded Answer

| Curent Status:
‘ Begianing in 25 secands.
C

|
B o e e

PTE Academic practice tests
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» Test Taker Handbook

The Test Taker Handbook gives you all the information you need about registering for and
booking a test, payment, ID requirements, and what to expect on the day of your test. It is
available in eight different languages.

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON

PTE Academic
Test Taker Handbook

May 2011

Version 4

@ Pearson Educaon Lud 2011. No part of the pubktaton may be reproduced without pror permisson of Pearson Education Ltd

New resources and information are regularly added to the Pearson website at www.pearsonpte.
com.

Registration and scheduling

The first step towards taking PTE Academic is registration. Before you can book a test, you must
create a web account by registering your details on the Pearson Tests of English website. This can
be done online 24 hours a day, seven days a week, or by calling one of Pearson’s customer service
teams during working hours. For contact details, refer to the Test Taker Handbook, which can be
downloaded at www.pearsonpte.com. After you have registered, you will receive a user name and
password which can be used to sign in and schedule your test. Start the registration process by
visiting the Pearson Tests of English website at www.pearsonpte.com.

| Preparation H
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On test day

You need to arrive at the test center at least 30 minutes before your scheduled test time. This will
allow enough time to sign in and follow all the necessary procedures at the test center.

Arriving at the test center

Upon arriving at the test center, you will need to sign in at the main reception desk. A Test
Administrator will confirm your details, check your identification, collect necessary biometrics
and explain the test center rules and regulations.

> ID requirements

You are required to present one valid, unexpired form of identification before taking the test.
Acceptable ID varies by country, and full details can be found in the Test Taker Handbook,
which can be downloaded at www.pearsonpte.com.

> Biometrics

Due to the high levels of security at Pearson test centers, test taker biometrics will be collected.
Biometrics may include, but are not limited to, photographs, signatures, fingerprints and
palm vein scans.
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>» Rules and regulations

Before entering the testing room, you will be asked to read and agree to the PTE Academic
Test Taker Rules Agreement. This outlines the procedures and rules you need to follow while
taking your test at the test center. Non-disclosure of information is included as part of the
agreement, which means that you agree not to publish, reproduce or transmit the test (in
whole or in part). You will be reminded about this agreement when you log in to a test delivery
workstation and begin the test. Unacceptable behavior or failure to follow any of the rules and
regulations may result in you not being allowed into the testing room, or being expelled from
the test center. If you are not able to take your test due to a breach of the test taker rules, your
test will be marked as a “No Show,” and no refund will be given.

You are not allowed to bring any personal belongings (such as mobile phones, pagers, coats,
watches, wallets, MP3 players, etc.) into the testing room. The test center will provide secure
storage facilities where you can keep your belongings during the test. You may prefer to leave some
of these items at home.

The Test Administrator will provide you with an Erasable Noteboard Booklet and pen so that you
can take notes during the test. When you enter the testing room, you will not be allowed to take
any notes until the test has started.

Taking the test

The testing room will contain several test delivery workstations separated by partitions and
monitored by closed circuit television. When it is time to begin your test, the Test Administrator
will assign you a workstation.

The photo below shows test takers in a testing room at a Pearson test center.

PTE Academic Preparation

| Preparation H
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The amount of time given for completing PTE Academic is approximately three hours. There is
a timer in the upper right-hand corner of the computer screen, which shows the time remaining

on a given section of the test.

The timer will change to red when there are fewer than five minutes remaining for that section.
The timer can be hidden by clicking on the clock icon with the mouse. Click on the icon again to
bring it back.

The item counter shows you the
number of items in that section.

Pre-test checks

There are a few procedures that you need to go through on screen before starting the test, such as
the Non-Disclosure Agreement Reminder and equipment checks.

» Non-Disclosure Agreement Reminder

After logging in, you will be presented with a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) Reminder.
The NDA states that you must not disclose, publish or transmit the test. These terms are
presented to you when you book your test, and again when you sign in at the test center. The
NDA is repeated to ensure that you understand and agree to the PTE Academic rules before
beginning the test.

PEARSON

Non-Disclosure Agreement Rerninder
This is a reminder of the non-disclosure agreerment Lhat you accepted when you scheduled this test and when you signed in 1oday.

*  Thystestis confidental and you must not disciose it to any third party

Yau are not aliawed to disclose, publish, reproduce, or transmxt this test, n whole or in pan, verbal or vriften, eleciromc or mechanical, for amy
purpose, vithout prior waitten permission of Pearson

Cick 0 the Kext (N) burien lo continue
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>» Welcome and equipment check

Following the NDA reminder, you will be presented with a welcome screen showing an
overview of the test structure and reminding you that the test will take approximately three
hours. The image below shows an example of a welcome screen.

\cademic Katherine Marie Gardi:

PEARSON ALWAYS LEARNING

The testis appraximately 3 hours long, including 1 optional scheduled break

[ Part Contont Timo aowed |

Intro | Introduction Not imed |
Pan 1 Spoaking ond wiiting 77— 93 mimtes |
| Pan2 . Reading ’ .Jz_ummm
| Optional Schaduied Break C tomes
| Poa3 Ustening 45— 87 minuton

Cick 0n fhe Next (§) bulica to continus

You will be given the opportunity to check the equipment before the test begins. The equipment
provided includes a headset with a microphone, keyboard and mouse.

First, you will check your headset.

This screen is not timed

Headset Chack

This is an opportundty to Check that your headset is working comecily.

1 Put your headset on and adjust it so that ft fits comfortably over your ears

2 When you are ready. click an the Play burton. You vall hear a short recording

3 # you do not hear anything in your headphones white the status reads Playlng. raise your
hand 10 gel the attention of the Test Adrunistrator

Status:  Click Play to Begin

Volume T 9T
[ ] |

» Dunng the test you wil not have Play and Stop buftons. The audio recording wall start playng autoraucally

= Please do not remove your headset You should wear t throughout the test

Cick on Ihe: Next N} button ¢
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Then you will check your microphone..

This screen Is nat Umed

Microphone Check
This Is an cpporturity to check that your microphone |s warking camecty.
1 Make sure your headset is on and the mécrophene is in the downward position near your mauth

2 When you ace ready, dlick on the Record button and say "Testing, testing, one, two, Lhree” indo the
microphone

3 Aher you have spoken, c5ck oo the Stop button. Your recording is now compiese

4 Now click on the Playback button. You should clearly hear yourself speaking

5 N you can nat hear your voice ciearty. please raise yow hand to get the atention of the Test Administrator

Recorded Arswer

Curent Status:
Click Recerd to Begin

]

C
(Recod) | Plabock | | Stp

» During the tesi, you v nat have Record, Playback and Stop butions. The voice recording will slar automatically

Cick on fhe Next (N) bulion to continue

Finally, you should check that you have the correct keyboard for the test. PTE Academic tests
should be taken on a QWERTY keyboard. You will check the top row of letters on the keyboard.
It is recommended that you practice using a QWERTY keyboard before you take the test.

This screen fs nottimed

Keyboard Check

This is 30 bppanunity 10 check tat you have the comect keyboard.
| Look at the top rowy of letters on the keyboard

2 The lefters should appear in this order. OWERTY

3 H you do not have 2 QWERTY keyboard, ralse your hand to get the attention of the Test Administrator

o o s
A l:

Cick on the Next (N) bution to contowo

Starting the test

You will see an introduction to key information about PTE Academic. The introduction
highlights the four key skills assessed and the three parts of the test. It also mentions the timing,
the instructions for each part of the test and the optional break.
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This screen Is not timed

Test Introduction

This tzst measures the Reading, Writing, Listening and Spealng skilts in English that you will need in an academic setting

» The test is divided nto 3 parts. Each part may condam a number of sectons. The secbons are indavduatly timed
The brmer vall be shawn in the 1op right comer of your screen. The number of Rems in the section wil aiso be displayed

« The bmer vall become red when there is Jess than § minutes remanring for that section. The timer can be hudden by ckclong on the clock icon wath
the mouse Ckck on the icon agam to bring the twmer back

« Al the beginning of each part you v receive Instruchons. These wll provide detais on what 1o expect in that part of the test

+ By cliclng on the Nexd (N) button at the hottom of each screen you confinm your answer and move (o the nexa question. # you chck on Next (N)
You will not he able to retum 10 the previous question. You wifl not be able to revist any questions at the end of the test

* You wal be offered a break of up to 10 mumies after Part 2. The break is opbonal

+ Thes test makes use of dierent variete s of English, for sxamp'e, Brtish, Amencan, Australian You can answer in the standard Engirsh variety of
your chaice

‘ Preparation N

Chek on the Next (N) bution to tentiwe.

This scroen is not timed

Testintroduction

This test measures the Readng, Writing, Ustening and Speaking skells in English that you wll need m an academic setng

» The testis dvded into 3 parts. Each part may contxin a number of sectons The sections are inddualy bmed.

The timer vill be shown in the top right comer of your screen. The number of dems in the sechon vall 3lso be displayed

» The timer will become red licking on the clock icon with
the mouse. Clitk on the ic o

= Arthe beginning of each par you vall receive mstructions. These will provide detads on what to expectin that part of the test

» By cheking on the Next (N) baton at the botlorn of each screen you condsm your answer and move to the next guestian. If you chck on Next (N)
you wil not be abie to retum Lo the previous questron. You wel not be ahle to revisit any questions at the end of the test

« You wall be offered a break of up 1o 10 mnutes after Pant 2. The break is optional
« Ths test makes use of diferent varicties of English, for example, Briush, American, Australian. You can answer in the standard Engfish vanety of
your choice

Cuck on the: Nex1 (N} bution to conbinue
e S e S T

During the test

If you click on the “Next” button without giving a response, a warning will appear. Click “No” to
return and complete the item. Click “Yes” to skip the item and move to the next screen. You will
not be able to return to it later and you will receive zero points for the item.

[tems with an audio or video prompt require you to listen to the whole recording. If you click
“Next” while the audio or video is playing, you will see a warning message. Click “OK” to return
to the item. The audio will continue to play while the message/warning is displayed.
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Some very important things to remember whilst doing the test are:

e Use correct punctuation for writing tasks: full stops, capital letters, commas, etc.

e Answer the question. If the question asks you to write or speak about sport, write or speak
about sport NOT science.

e Keep strictly within the word limit given for writing tasks.

e Respond quickly and keep speaking during speaking tasks. The microphone will close after
three seconds of silence and stop recording.

However, don’t:

e write ENTIRELY in capital letters. Only use capitals when needed; at the beginning of
sentences, names, etc.
e click “Next” before you have completed the task and are ready to move on.

Taking a break

During the test there is one optional break, which can be taken after you have completed Part 2
of the test. If you decide to take the break, you must leave the testing room for the duration of the
break.

Allow yourself about five minutes to return and resume the test before the end of the 10-minute
break. Any additional time taken will be deducted from the time provided for Part 3 of the test.
You are not allowed to access study guides, make phone calls or speak to any other test takers while
taking the break.

PEARSON

Optional Break

‘Yau may now take a break of up bo 10 minutes. If you want to 1ake a break you must leave the testing room.

You should allew up te § minutes to sign back in and be seated. ¥ you spend more than 10 minutes in total on the bre 3k, that time is raken from
the next part.

« if youwant 1o take a break raise your hand tg get the attention of the Test Adminusiatat

o Myoudo notwant to take a break click on the Next (N) button betow 1o continue the tost

Cick on (he Next (N) bution 1o continue
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Problems during the test

If you experience any problems during the test, remain in your seat and raise your hand for
assistance. The Test Administrator will come to you. The Test Administrator cannot answer any
questions relating to the content of the test.

Finishing the test

At the end of the test you will be asked to click on the “End Exam” button on screen and raise your
hand to inform the Test Administrator that you have completed the test.

PEARSON ALWAYS LEARNING

| Preparation H

End of the Test

*  You will recewe 2 corfimabon prntout from the Test Admaustrator
*  You shouid recerve an email normally waifun 5 business days contanng detads of how Lo aCCESS YOUr SCOrE report

+ Piease chck on the End Exam (E) bution below and rase your hand to show the Test Admiqusirator Tat you have compieted your test

Clek on the Rext (N) buticn [0 continue

T =Y

v R | [ AR S ]

Once you have completed the test, leave the testing room and return to the main reception desk.
The Test Administrator will provide you with an End of Test Confirmation printout. This is not
a score report or certificate, but a confirmation that you have completed PTE Academic with
information on how and when you will receive your score report.

Before leaving the test center, make sure that you have your End of Test Confirmation printout
and have collected all your personal belongings from the storage facilities.
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