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The past continuous and the past simple
Used to

ityr*+'r We were walking home when
we found a bag of rubbish.

t-rmef I saw something good! I was
cycling homewhen I s4w a new
house. I thinkit's an eco home.

n W. ofien use the post continuous with the
I post simp[e. The post continuous tolks obout o
' tonger oction which storted f rst.

We were wolking home when we saw a bag of
rubbish.

The post simple tolks obout o short oction
which hoppened dur ing the longer oct ion.
We were walking home when we saw a bag of
rubbish.

We con moke two octions into one sentence bg
connecting them with when.
I was cgcling home when I saw a new house.

We con moke either the post simple or the
post continuous port of the sentence into o
question. We use the motching short onswer.
Were you walking home when you saw o bag
of rubbish? Yes, we were.
When yau were walking home, did gou see a
bag of rubbish? Yes, we did.

3 Complete the sentences. Use the post continuous of the verbs in brockets.

1 Mr Smith

2I

3We

4 Whot

5 She

6

7I

8
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(dr ive) home when the storm storted.

(wotch) o DVD on mg computer when i t  stopped working.

(trovel.) on the bus when we sow the new shops.

(gou do)when the phone rongl

(shop)when she lost  her purse.

(gou reod) o book when gour heodoche storted?

(wol"k) outside when it storted to roin.

(gou pLog)footboLL when gou hurt  gour Leg?



Reod the sentences. Tick the oction thot storted first.
1 I wos wotching television when the tights went off.

I wos wotching teLevision. [Z
2 It wos roining when I went out.

It wos roining. [_l

ffi"T::?"postercreqn ffiffi
Whot were the chi [dren doing when the
progromme storted?

1 Rgon wq-s--doLl9 his hornework.

2 Iut io

3 Tommg

a Moddg ond Beth

5 Mort in

rhe Lights went 
"ff. O

I went out.

3 We were wotking through the town when I sow the new shop.

I sow the new srrop. [--l We were woLking through town. [_l
4 Mum wos shopping when she met on old Jr iend.

Mum wos shopping. D She met her o[d Jriend. [-l

3 Complete the sentences. Use the post continuous or the post simpl.e of the verbs in brockets.

1 I wos gAntng-- - (point)o picture when mg mobite Iong (ring).
2 George *- (use) o hommer when he .--  (hi t)  his hond.
3 Penng (hel.p) us when Mum (come) in.
4 Mr ond Mrs Feothers (get)  reodg to go out when their  son

- (coLt).

5

6

7

8

(wol.k)to school when we - . __ (see) her.

I  . .** . . - -  (wotch)TV when Mum ond Dod (come) home.

Theg (eot) breokJost when I (orrive).

Dod -  -  -  (s l .eep)when the ptog ( f in ish).

Look of the picture. complete the sentences with the words fromthe box.
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An eco home

From the outside, Simon ond Alice's house looks
normol. But on the inside it 's verg different -
their Mum ond Dod hove chonged it since
theg moved in. Whg? Theg wonted to hetp
the environment ond woste less energg.
Also the energu bitls used to be expensive
ond theg wonted to sove moneu.

These ore some of the chonges theg've mode:

Simon ond Alice's fomilu used to use o lot of
etectricrtg. Now theg get energg from solor ponels on
the roof . Theg used to throw o lot of rubbish owou. Now theg
recgcte lots of rubbish

The ol .d owner of  the
house didn' t  use to
grow vegetobtes. Now
there ore f ru i t  t rees ond
vegetobles growing in
the oorden.

We use used to to describe post situotions or
hobits. These octions or hobits orefinished. We do
not do them onU more.

The energy bills used to be expensive.

We use used to + boseform to moke the
offirmotiveform.
We used to spend a lot of moneg.

Tick (/)the correct onswer.

1 Mum used to go to o dromo club.

We use didn't + use to + boseform to moke the
negotiveform.

The old owner didnl use to took ofter the garden.

We moke questions with did + subject + use to +
boseform. We moke short onswers with did or
didn't.
Did they use to use a lot of energg?
Yes, theg did. / No, theg didn't.

2 Dod didn' t  use to be o pol icemon.

In the post,  Dod wos o pol icemon D

Mum doesn't go to o dromo club now. [Z In the post,  Dod wosn' t  o pol icemo" D

3 People used to drop o Lot of rubbish in the pork. 4 I  used to dr ink o lot  of  f ru i t  ju ice.

People drop olot of rubbish in the pork now. [-l In the post, I dronk o Lot of Jruit juice. [-l

PeopLe don't drop o Lot oJ rubbish in the port no*. [--l

Mum goes to o dromo cLub now. [_l

,2 Uni t  4

I drink o Lot oJfruit juice no*. [--l



Complete the sertences. Use words from the box ond used to.

llotch 1-6 with o-f. +"
I  o I r ideobikenow.

2 Grondmo's hoir is greg.

3 We go to Froncefor our hotidogs.

1 Mg uncle hod on exciting job.

5 When Grondpo wos goung he did o lot of sport.

6 Mg brother keeps his bedroom tidg now.

a

b

C

d

e

t

I used to wolk evergwhere.

He used to be o pitot.

It used to be block.

He used to be verg heolthg.

It used to be untidg.

We used to go to Spoin.

I

2

3

1

5

6

v
t

Dod tokes the bus to work now. Dod used to drive the car

Mum drinksteo now. Mum

We hove solod for dinner now. We

The pork is veru cleon now. Peopte

Our town hos o win! form now Al.l. the energg

The porkdoesn't hove monu wild onimots now.There

We ptou o lot of sport now. We

I reod o tot now.I

look of the underlined sentences in exercise 7. Write negotive sentences.
Dod didn't use to toke the bus to work.I

2

3

a
5

a
7

I

Unit 4



Write questions ond short onswers. Use used to

1 MrThompson /driveocor /

2 the children / drinkoronge juice I

3 we / eot cheese /

4 the swimming pooL / be cLeon /

5 Cothg / hove long hoir )r

6 the zoo/ hove Lots of onimolsI

7 Mox ondlock/ pl.og Lots of tennis /

8 you /wotch TV everg dog X

1O Write the words in the correct order to moke sentences ond questions. Use use to or used to.

1 theg / eot lots of fruit?

2 he / pLog bosketbolt/everg dog.

3 gou / not /reod book.

4 I / live in the citg.

5 she / recgcle rubbish?

6 we / toke the bus / to the supermorket?

7 theg / wotk /to school.

8 gou / not / studg hord.

# 
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-: Look of the picture of the Coseg fomil.g two geors ogo. Write sentences with used to or
didn' t  use to.

1 Theg / hove o TV. 
. 
'r ':,-, .- ,'

2 Mum f  weor glosses.

3 The chi ldren /  hove ong homework.

4 The Coseg Jomitg /  hove o gorden.

5 Dod / do Lots of sport.

5 The town / be potluted.

7 lulio / reod books.

8 Theg /  recAcle rubbish.

9 Rgon /  eot  f ru i t .

- Answer the questions obout goursef. Use short onswers.

,i hen gou were five geors oLd ...
'  . . .  d id gou use to [ ike school?

:  . . .  d id gou use to t idg gour own room?

3 . . .  d id gou use to wotch DVDs?

t . . .  d id gou use to pLog with do[[s?

;  . . .  d id gou use to eotJrui t?

:  . . .  d id gou use to Like drowing pictures?
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